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Greetings

Set in the center of Saitama Prefecture, 50 km
from downtown Tokyo, Higashimatsuyama
City has steadily developed as a central city
in the Hiki region by leveraging its extensive
transportation network. In spring, the City is
filled with peonies; in summer, summer
festivals and fireworks add even more vigor to
the City; in autumn, over 100,000 walkers
gather for the Three-Day March; and in
winter, people make wishes for the coming
year at the Yakyu Inari Shrine. The City with
90,000 citizens unrolls beautiful seasonal
changes, providing the unforgettable original
scenery of hometown.

The City, where various cultural assets, its
long history, and nature has been preserved
with the gentle hands of citizens, conducts
projects that further enhance its charm and
vigor, such as energy saving and energy
creation as an eco-town, the enhancement of
health and longevity, the improvement of the
Toki River, and the invitation of companies.
We hope that this brochure commemorating
the 60th anniversary of Higashimatsuyama
City will help visitors understand the past,
present, and future of this wonderful city.

Mayor of Higashimatsuyama City
Koichi Morita
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Saitama Prefecture
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Higashimatsuyama City is
surrounded by the rich grzen-
ery of the Hiki Hills, whicn are
located in the center of Saitama
Prefecture. It has an exceilent
transportation netwaork ~om-
prising Kan-Etsu Expressway
(Higashimatsuyama Ex 1),
Routes 254 and 467, and <ne
Tojo line of Tobu Railway.
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Verdant woods, pure rivers, crisp air, parks
filled with greenery-:- Higashimatsuyama City
surrounded by the rich nature of the Hiki Hills
is filled with seasonal colors.
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Retro and modern-inspired station, streets with
sculptures, and the flowery city campaign---
The City promotes systematic urban
development and creates a comfortable living
environment.

Cityscqpes of ﬂ-ﬂgasﬁimatsuyama at the 6oth ?lnniversary
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Delivering vigor from the center of Saitama, the
City is filled with beaming smiles and energy
that light the way to a bright future.

7 Cityscqpes of G-Hgasﬁimatsuyama at the 6oth ﬂnniversary
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Excavated Earthenware from the
Yoshigayatsu Pit Dwelling Ruins
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Excavated Articles from the Goryou Ruins £ _'
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Excavated Iron Articles (pots, kicking straps,
and harness) from the Furukori Tumulus

HERARPOEET, HREFEFRALIO
Ht, HROETRE - K2 M5 L TR
HHEDEVWEDTY,

(RAL / PEF] RSO LRt

KEZ Rt U7z \Y)hEks

Human Haniwa (clay image) crowned with
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Wakamiya Hachiman Tumulus
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Oya Tile Kiln Ruins
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Excavated Tiles from the Oya Tile Kiln Ruins
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History and Cultural Assets of the City

In October 2011, a Sankakubuchishinjukyo (triangular-rimmed divine beast mirror) was discovered
in Higashimatsuyama City, the first of its kind found in Saitama. It is expected to provide important
historical material to the region, which demonstrates the Higashimatsuyama City region’s
relationships with the Yamato regime.

People have lived in this area since the Stone Age. The City, which has developed in harmony
with nature, used to be a transportation hub and prospered as a post town during the Edo period.
Many cultural assets that still remain in the City witness the long history of the City.
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Triangular-rimmed Divine Beast Mirror
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History of
Higashimatsuyama
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Main Buildings of Yakyu Inari Shrine and
Former Main Building of Yakyu Inari Shrine
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Unveiling of the Horse-Headed Kannon image
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Bronze Bell of Shoubouji Temple
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Ishibashi and Ishibashi Stone Memorial
Pagoda
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Matsuyama High School Memorial Hall
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Koufukuji Temple Houkyouintou Pagoda
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Odori Castle Ruins
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Tomb of the Kagatsume Family
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Wooden Seated Image of Amida Buddha at
Tougakuin
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Tomonao Torago Stone Monument
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Climber Koichi Oyama

| made a 10-year climbing plan when | was 50 years old and tried to
conquer the Seven Summits while managing to achieve work/life
balance. After 2006, | implemented my 10-year plan to climb the
Himalayas and reached the summits of five 6000-meter mountains
six times and four 8000-meter mountains five times.

In April 2014, in commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the City,
seven citizens and | planned and succeeded in reaching the summit
of a 5000-meter mountain in the Himalayas, which helped build our
confidence. | plan to further enliven the City’ s walking program. You
don’ t have to be someone special to achieve something: The
greatest discovery or surprise | found through climbing is that |
actually achieved what | used to think impossible for me to achieve.
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Calligraphy Club of Matsuyama girls High school

We practice writing kana characters. Since kana characters
are so delicate that they readily reflect how we live our daily
lives, we strive to maintain a healthy lifestyle by starting
from small things, such as clothing and greetings.

With much support from people around us, we have

experienced what other high school students cannot, such
as a presentation of performance calligraphy at the London
Olympians sendoff party, the provision of characters to the
mural of the Peace Museum of Saitama, and activities as
the City’ s sightseeing ambassador. Through these activities,
we have learned that dreams are meant to be fulfilled. We
would be happy if we could convey the charm of
Higashimatsuyama City and our hearty thanks through our
hard work.
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Heartpia Project at Community Centers
The Heartpia Urban Development councils in the seven districts of the City implement unique
urban development while leveraging community resources, including nature and history unique to

PN N 24
5/? ;1: 22 éi\ n s s E 2 T EE bH each district.
Fua N < R b n S EF' = B A 1 H For example, the Hirano District promotes the “Flower, Walk, Pear Project” where people plant
77, [ ‘a“ = v . % VC ~ e % . e . .
£y N ]\ fi_ D Iz H{F 1& ZIS: flowers such as spider lilies along Name River under the keywords of a flower campaign,
é—_“ ’7 D =8 D i 7= % ) q:l 1% L ﬁ EH j:]‘ 3 walking, and the land of pears. In the Ooka District, the Ooka Flower Festival is held, through
& ?‘ £ % rh ‘3; + Es o O 7 % ’75) K K which people enjoy the coming of spring and deepen community ties.
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Ten no Sono (literally Garden in Heaven) by Uchiki Muraji, one of the < 7\ D @3 4 V) % 5 Hi P . X
three major children’ s books in Japan, is a long novel set in the Karako [ A Z) g' ﬁ f@i ,% i - ,‘a 3? ?
District where the author spent his elementary school days. The novel F 7 A gﬂg V> f'E; L D N T Fg D
vividly depicts children, who grow through interactions with others in the KD it T 7= + = L < A D T 1 B Z:) .
midst of the richness of nature, and the kind adults who watch over CRNANS 2 D D (1: ( W % EEH © ﬂ{l % -
them. In an effort to convey the beauty of the hometown depicted in the = 4 > E ( = /J\ IZ. 75§ =
novel, the Ten no Sono group holds the Ten no Sono Festival and T 2 % Eﬁ e & 7> oy l k
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The I__and of Fi_reflies I_Developrr_]en_t _Project was launched in 199_9_with ;C) ;@ {:{Cﬁ g u[/ 7§? ?DA L % i% H /:'E é Child Watching Program
the aim of rediscovering the significance of satoyama and traditional I s Eﬁ < & o Ve B S 0 2 e In 2012, the City established a child safety and security fund, commonly called the
culture and protecting and handing them down to the next generation E3 ~ B BEn oy 21 M T < H Yy “Rainbow Fund,” with contributions from citizens and companies and the reserve fund of the
}i?éﬁ;ih citizens’ activities to preserve and improve the habitat of '9’; é’é ZE % E F‘\ l?"] A fij\‘ b T'ﬁ City. The City has been using the fund to improve traffic in the school zones and dangerous

- ) ) ) _ ) ) Z in t f ity.
In the C|_ty_, there are 21lf|reﬂy habitats, including Kamigarako, GoL_Jdo, Oya, ) ﬂﬂ j; F!(? j( EF/: ‘%‘C 7 g % E_KH#ODE—H)/EEIJ 3r(;3liitlgere;@tsiv?tiess(t:g”erzsure the safety of children on their way to and from school are also
Arayashiki, and Higashiyatsu. In these areas, surveys, observations, and 2 1T 7 e conducted. There are over 90 volunteer groups with about 1600 members in the City. Thus,

activities to raise citizens interest in local community through %f N NP N o W S jC .

. community people join forces to prevent accidents and crime.
management work and regional exchanges are conducted.
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Forward-Looking Community Development

The Child Support Center conducts various activities for parents and infants
up to three years of age and provides consultation services and information
related to child rearing. Daycare centers provide services, including ordinary
childcare, temporary childcare, care for sick children, and childcare support in
the home childcare room, to support parents in rearing preschool children.

For schools, the City promotes unique education that leverages the
characteristics of each school to ensure the sound development of children
and the provision of an appropriate environment. The development of safe and
comfortable school buildings with a focus on earthquake-resistant and
barrier-free buildings and use of wooden materials has been underway.

§3neiidl-Eti:102%%s ? N
- 17 A Hj 2N
13ERistecicREETBEN KEEBFOMIEDOLY
T55RexRSP T2z 5 5% T
LEpen R AnLES COWUE~ENI TTRY
FELICNGRYUT TR RE(ZE e LR ZHMELEELHOPEE BMEARBEIE LD E SO IR
BoHEB AT RS RBELT / h P I ADLRERBEY YIRS womEm (M Y8 %7
L’T:%b_cz“jji ggg(sb'é;éj J ¢ jbb\j({s\’é‘ﬁﬁ {z};ﬂbmaujjaﬁ)ﬁgi)75\ﬁ&01?$%7$gﬁ§a;‘§@§
inrE B 38523278 ! il @H’E%‘g%gﬁﬁ‘?k<‘:*%Eﬁﬂyéiﬁ’i{%ﬁ:%%fiu%g“ﬁLUO)T
nrm clop®l BEarifii ] hEfEEE oz zRRACO DR RO o MSTY T AL
HFrLc@mE,.7? - Epe2BES X : ’C“/ut;'goEtcc;%ﬂﬁ’?i%ﬁfﬂrﬁ_{%%g)ﬁ%ﬁ?*ﬂsjﬁ*zi/Vh W
ca ng fr SGrzadr | / ththzQeBRI DI REARAglAE DRy CHREL
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The Higashimatsuyama Childcare Network provides opportunities ' 2 ) %Q = D L N f_L ﬁ ﬁ 1% "9“ T L @ 3 ‘—91— 7':\ %) S i< |
where not only children can have fun, but also their parents can 5“ %ﬂ 7 % Iz e 75: i @ fiﬁ‘ hjz N D ° D {% H% i H D ° {/\ A 7~ I R % ©
reduce stress, learn, and enjoy child rearing. One of the [0} U 7 Iz %) 19} é ‘3— ’53 f;f (A = ? {% ﬁ: E"J j‘ ﬁ '3'1':4 jﬁk: D ? D ‘E i ?@ ;d? =4
Network’ s main events is the Konoyubi-tomare Festa. Thanks to RIBILIFE T e 4z ) 3T H T °E Y L L fEQ 5 ) I BE %R AN
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activities that will cheer up young parents and people involved. Kumiko Nagai
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Earth-Friendly Community Development

The City conducts environmental conservation activities through over 20
citizen participation projects, including the development of land of fireflies and
environmental learning. In May 2012, the City was designated as a model city
for the Saitama Eco-town Project. Since then, the City has been implementing
programs to increase the electricity self-sufficiency rate in model districts,
including the installation of solar panels on public facilities.
Higashimatsuyama City ranks third in Saitama in terms of park area per
citizen, and the greenery area, including woodland and parks, accounts for
56% of the total area of the City. In an effort to pass this environment on to
future generations, the City promotes the preservation and use of a green belt
along the Toki River and the creation of green areas around the City.
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Eco-friendly Activities: Urban Development

While running a flower shop, | helped develop a community
garden. Since the garden is my favorite English-type garden,
where you can enjoy flowers throughout the year, | think that it
will become another new attraction of Higashimatsuyama City.

| will be happy if interactions among citizens in the garden lead
to houses full of flowers and ultimately to a city filled with flowers
and greenery.
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Environment
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Development of Community featuring Mutual Support

The City implements detailed physical checkups in a systematic manner. In BERAIC’/IF Wb T RRER
particular, for breast and cervical screening, the City aims to enhance the screening BEIANOGEBEBINIEERENDIE
rate to ensure early detection and treatment by providing free coupons. Moreover, it MEBIEL. EMOEEMOED

promotes the provision of holiday and night medical services. As a core medical

institution in the community, the municipal hospital provides medical services B LEICERDEATHNET.

centering on acute care while making improvements to the facilities and increasing FORBLREZRIEZRZ 5780,
the number of personnel. Moreover, the City has developed various systems to SERR 26 EEHN D REDREAE{T-
ensure independent living regardless of age or disability and provides services TONET, [MAP@]

tailored to each individual in the facilities, such as the Comprehensive Welfare Area
and the Work Support Center for the Disabled “ZAC”.
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| have been working as a supporter for “happy exercise” and machine > z © | IEEEVC b)@,ﬁﬂgfﬁ”ﬁﬁi H V)\,a_.:_“,j—’ﬁﬂﬁ [ Tj;$%ﬁ
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continue providing activities that will make participants happy. Fujio Morishima
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Development of Crisis Resistant Community

The City focuses on the enhancement of disaster preparedness based on its
regional disaster prevention plan to minimize damage due to natural disasters,
such as big earthquakes and heavy rains, to facilitate prompt restoration. It also

promotes the improvement of voluntary disaster prevention functions centering on
community associations and supports the purchase of materials and equipment
and the implementation of emergency drills by each community.

For public transportation, the City is reviewing the city circular bus system and
exploring a new system, such as the implementation of a demonstration operation
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B K ATBURIRDBOED I E BN S
&5, FEFICHKSIF=HHE

drills are conducted several times a year, we believe that the actual

of demand responsive transport. It also implements traffic safety measures by TRALTWET,
leveraging the Child Safety and Security Fund and controls traffic in residential
areas by introducing Zone 30. A large number of volunteers participate in
watching elementary school children going to and from school, significantly
contributing to the safety and security of children.
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The first Kaminomoto District implements fire and emergency drills, each S % 7 (ﬁ % )72 R )EH $ o E L\ T‘ﬁ 3& > S —a— % 7 2’_ Q‘g T'E g
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Tadao Otani

experience of disaster response exercise by many people will
contribute to raising public awareness of disaster prevention.
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Development of Comfortable Community

The City has a good transportation network comprising Kan-Etsu Expressway,
Routes 254 and 407, and the Tobu Tojo Line, which provides good access to
places within and outside the prefecture. In order to develop quality housing land
by leveraging the network, the City promotes the formation of a highly convenient
urban zone by conducting a land readjustment project near the east exit of
Takasaka Station. For road development, the City promotes the systematic
improvement of city planning roads, including an access road to
Higashimatsuyama Station, and community roads.

For the treatment of domestic sewage, the City promotes the improvement of
public sewerage system, the installation of combined treatment tanks, and the
development of rainwater drainage systems in a systematic manner.
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Enjoyment: Comfort ‘l\k
| think that the Takasaka District is a relatively quiet area in the City. |
think that the improved convenience in the district through the land

readjustment project and the inflow of new residents have
contributed to the development of the district. On the other hand, ‘

it is a town where a traditional townscape remains, such as Mt.

Monomi and lwadono Kannon. | hope that the fusion of old and new

will add new power to the community. | would like to keep

witnessing the further development of the district, which grows

while leveraging its unique strengths.
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Community Development toward Self-Realization

The City is a “walking town” as it is the place where the Japan Three-Day
March, the largest international walking meet in Japan where over 100,000
walkers participate, is held. The City also provides an environment that
facilitates citizens’ lifelong participation in sports.

The City offers places for lifelong learning, such as the Kirameki Citizens’
College and community centers, and caters to citizens’ needs for learning by
enriching materials at libraries. Cultural assets, including the Triangular-rimmed
Divine Beast Mirror, the first excavated item in Saitama, traditional lion dances,
and festival music, are carefully preserved in each district. Moreover, the friendly
relationship with Higashimatsushima City in Miyagi Prefecture, which started
with the reconstruction assistance offered by Higashimatsuyama City in Saitama,
has been deepened through sports and volunteer activities.
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participated in the Higashimatsuyama Art Festival. We will be
happy if our participation would inspire other small families to
participate in and enjoy community events. In the future, we plan
to participate in city events, experience what only these events
can offer, assimilate such experience into ourselves as our
strengths, and express and share what we have acquired.

Aspiration: Art
Since all of my family members love music and songs, we
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Lifelong Learning and

Interregional Exchange
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Dynamic Community Development

In the City, traditional agriculture, such as wet-rice farming and cultivation of
pears and chestnuts, has been conducted. In addition to them, the City also
engages in the production of Porotan, a new variety of chestnut, and olive oil, the

commercialization of local fruit sweets, and market expansion. For commerce, it
strives to create new charm of the City by developing environmentally friendly
shopping promenades and holding various events. For industry, the City promotes
the establishment new business facilities in collaboration with existing
companies, including the Higashimatsuyama Industrial Park.

For tourism, the City becomes crowded with visitors during the Peony Festival,
Summer Festival, and Japan Three-Day March. Old shrines and temples also
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attract many visitors on New Year’ s Day and when a votive tablet market (Ema
Ichi) is held. There are also many healing locations that attract many visitors,
such as the Saitama Children’ s Zoo featuring koalas.
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City by enhancing the charm of each store through new efforts, such as Yoshiyuki Ito
Machi-bar events.
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Flower of Higashimatsuyama City : Peony
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Tree of Higashimatsuyama City : Pine Tree
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Emblemof Higashimatsuyama City
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Higashimatsuyama City Mascot Character
Makkun/Ayumin
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City Council and Administration

The city council of Higashimatsuyama aims to create a dynamic and
comfortable city. As a decision-making body of the City, it strives to reflect
the voice of citizens in urban development efforts as much as possible. It
aims to become a council open to citizens by publishing council reports and
newsletters and broadcasting plenary sessions live. Through mutual respect,
the city council and administration work hand in hand for the further
development of the City.
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Local Products
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Higashimatsuyama City offers various delicious food items,
including a citizens’ favorite, yakitori (char-grilled pork cheek

AT — meat), and processed foods that use local agricultural produce.
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